He's lucky the 
bullet plowed 
through another 
cop before it 
reached his skull. 
Otherwise it would 
have had the force 
to vibrate the 
brain to mush 
inside the cranial 


Lucky old 
Detective Tensen. 
He's just 98% dead 

with most of a 
bullet stuck in the 
front of his brain. 

\. Close him up. 


--No, Louise, your new ¥ And you can tell him I'm 
boufriend's ascumtard, Japanese, not Chinese, 
and you can lose my and he can stuff his racist 
number so lon Hitler Youth crap right 
you're dating him, back up himself 
anyway -- 


Tsing 


Shots oF 
rice wine 
dropped into 

ao beer. 
Chinese Car 


And you 
didn't stop 
me? 


That's what my dad 
calls it. All those 
hinese moon bases. 

He thinks they're 
watching us. 


Yeah? Well, N 
he's also the 
sheriff, so 
watch who you 
say that to. 


God, Lam so 
trashed. 


what was I 


Maddie... 


drinking 
again? 


Chinese 
Car Bombs. 


I Know, I know. We 
have to get out of 
here, Maddie. I feel 
like I'm gonna get 
shot every time I 
touch you. 


Didn't see the point. 
‘You were having fun, 
and it's not like we 
were going to, you 
know. Do stuf¥. 


I guess. God, 
everytning 3 
spinning. I'm 
ttying to keep 
the moon in 
sight, but... 


If he knew 
where you 
touch me, you'd 
get more than 
shot. 


Oh, Jesus, 

don't make 

me laugh... 
Everything's 
spinning... 


SRETCHE 


Stop... 
Please... 


C'mere. Let's 
just sleep a 
while. It's a warm 
night. 


That'd be nice. 


Just you and 
me and the 
universe. 


Igot alittle 
stoned while 
you were sinking 
Chinese Car 


Everything 
is spinning, 
Ken. 


The earth spins. 
And it spins around 
the sun. And the 
sun spins around 
the galaxy. 


And the galaxy 
spins around all the 
other galaxies, and 
the whole universe is 

turning and moving 
outwards... 


Karen's house. 
Her and her folks 
are covering 
for me. 


Where you 
supposed to 
be tonight, 
anyway? 


..and we approach Surgeons tell MAX! 
the top of the hour, the two emergency oper: 
main stori [ele 
detective John Tensen 

remains in critical lodged in Detective Te 
‘ondition following a : brain. 
shooting incident on — 

Avenue 8 yesterday 

. morning 


s currently 
being kept Stable in 
prep for a further 
operation scheduled 
for this evening. 


Detective Tensen has no family, 
and a colleague described him as 
“living for the police.” 


As ever, the 
*ex-Beatle greeted 
the crowds outside 

his Manhattan residence 
with his usual low-key 
request that people 

remember Paul McCartney, 

who was of course shot 
to death in Liverpool 
on this day nineteen 

years ago... 


Let me close 
Ignore the these blinds. Don't _ 
. Igota ‘ need some paparazzi 
houseplant. freak trying to get a 
who's more shot from across the 
“living” than street, do we? 
you, pal. 


Also earlier 
today: John 
Lennon's oeth 
birthday. 


THE WHITE EVENT 


And then 
we'll decide 
what to do 
about... 
about... 
«what's 


E 


THE WHITE EVENT THE WHITE EVENT THE WHITE EVENT 


08.49 EET / 06.49 UTC 
+ LATVIA: LANDSLIP ON NORTHERN COAS 


THIS ISA 
PARADIGM 
SHIFT. 


EVERYTHING 
\ YOUKNOW HAs 


That was... 
incredible. 
What the hell 
was that? 


Reminded 
me of my old 
man, talking about 
the Fireworks in 
the Fifties. I betcha 
this topped the 
Fireworks. 


Can I get 
some help in 
here? 
electrics 
are all-- 


Mercy. Mercy killings. 
Assisted suicides. I don't 
want to see people suffer. 

Do you want to see 
people suffer? 


Leona Park, 
44. Morphine 
overdose. Robert 
Francis Donnelly, 
81. Pillow over 
the face. 


Ican 
see you. 


Icansee 
everuthing 
you've done. 


Kathyrn 
Ella Stamford, 
66. Morphine 

overdose. 


“And then we'll 
decide what to do 
about..." you said. Just 
a minute ago. Were you 
going to stop my 

suffering too? 


Alice 
Chelton, 67. 
Morphine 
overdose. 


You Kill. 
You kill and 
you Kill and 
you kill and 
y you don't 
care. 


«NO. 
Yes. IF Ihad 
to. I'm 
sorry. 


..Iget 
points for 
honesty, 
right? 


I could see it. No 
guessing, no instinct, 
no evidence. I could 

see it. 


abbing 

a movie out oF his 

head and playing 
it in mine. 


yaaaaurk 


We slept through | ~ 
it. Can you believe Light in the sky. 
it? Big deal. They say 
no one was hurt by 
the landslip? 


A few people 

jot taken down, 
but no one's injured. 
lt happened right in 

the middle of 

the whiteout, 

apparently. 


Good. That's good. 
id they think the whole 
top of the structure 
was exposed? 


Big light in the sky. Everybody looks. In the 
morning, everyone who looked is blind, and 
then big walking) plants sting all the blind 


people to death. The end. i 


That's what 
they said. The net's 
going crazy. The 
biggest weird 
celestial event 
ever, and we slept 
through it, Len. 


You ever read 
Day OF The 
Triffids? 


Yeah, well, é 
youre already : 
blind. Who looks 
for early Bronze 
Age peak 
civilizations in 
Latvia? The whole We 
Sumerian s 
thing-- 


I'd remind 
you, Hannah, that 
you're here as 
an agent of the 
dig's financier-- 


--and also as 
your sexual partner, 
though I can see the 
sands of time running 


waaaay the hell away 
from you there-- 


competing 
historian. 


Sumeria was advanced, sure. 
Around 2030 B.C. Ur was the 
largest city on Earth, with, 
what, 65,000 people? I'm 
not arguing that. 


But--God, I want 
to hit you with something 
heavy--the peak of Sumerian 
civilization Was Uruk. 
Political power moved from 
Uruk to Ur, but the real 
golden age? Uruk. 


You're digging 
in Northern Europe. 
You're talking about 
some kind of cultural 
exchange between a 
European city and 
Uruk sometime 
around 2000 B.C.? 


I mean, if you were talking about the Indus 
Valley and Uruk, maybe. Maybe. But Europe? 


Europe barely had the wheel, Len. Look: the people 


i nuk cola Europeans, 
le story ilgamesh, an 
the travellers responded _ The Luke event 
with a similar story that was h incised copies 
even older, from beyond the maps the travellers 
the beginning cere a them Into stone 
ian civilizati ablets. Whic! 
Sumerian civilization. fond jauruk last 
Christmas. 


Instead of, for 
instance, getting 
me any kind oF And so here. 
rt. we are in Latvia. 
Which we know was 
settled by Indo- 
European tribes 
in 2500 B.C. 


All this was 
all densely forested 
bay. Latvia was never 
heavily populated: even 
now, it’s got more land 
than Denmark and 
only half the 
population. 


There's no Latvian writing surviving 
from the period. Who's to say that 5 
there wasn't a city-state civilization Maybe it was here 
sitting in a bay well served by arable when the Indo-Europeans 
land and fresh water? got here, and they just 
told the settlers to 
get the hell away 
from them? 


Hell, maybe the 
city was blitzed bya 
landslip from the 
mountains around the 
bay, which created the 
clif¥, which you told 
me just slipped ofF 
again. Like I say, there's 
no record. 


Hell, in this part of the world, \ ted ar 
the closest thing you get to 
written record is Sgham, and 

there's not a lot of that 

surviving because it was 

mostly cut into sticks-- 


Dr. Carson! 
Quickly! 


The landslip 
exposed the 
tomb! 


Unreal. 


Jim Braddock, 
if you're off on 
another of your 
goddamn English 
tea breaks... 


= 
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All right, you 'orrible lot. One team on 


trowels to pick out the edges of the You let 
Shut your lid. One team on levers behind them. Two him talk to 
noise, Len. teams on poles to take the you like 
I'm here. weight of the lid. 


that? 


Can we I want us lookin 


- get the lid at an open tomb within 
OFF, Jim? an hour so I can go and 
Open it? have a cup CF Epica and 

you people can bugger off 


and drink that poisonous 
grog the locals have 
been selling you, 
you idle gits. 


Move it, 
move it! 


Don't see why not. 
Look at the construction, 
though, Len. See the extra 

supports to stop the ‘a 
thing from being crushed | 
by the weight of dirt? . 
Driven down into the clay? : 
These people planne 
across centuries. 


Jim 
Braddock’'s a 
brilliant dig leader. 
I was lucky to get 
him. He lost his son 
at some dig in England 
last year, this is the 
first time he's 
worked since... 


Never 
seen Pr 

anuthing “ 
like it. 


Move away 
from me towards 
the other end of 
the coffin, one step 
at atime. One two 
three step. One 

two three Step: 


Once you're 
clear of the coffin, 
set the lid down on 
the foam we laid out 
there...good... 


Good work, 
guys. Now, 
let's see what 
we've... 


We 
overslept. 


/ 12.51 UTC 


Felix, please, 
you can't do 


--I. can do any 
goddamn thing 
Llike. You can 
have the badge 
afterwards. 


dead and I can’ 
her pretty face again and that 


You tell me my little girl's 


even look at 
GGOT Connell kid's the 
Only suspect-- 


Iwant to 
look at the 
animal that killed 


my little girl. Killed 
her so badly they 
won't let me t 
see her. Shir 


The kid called 
it in, Sheriff. Why 
would he do that if 
he killed Maddie? 
She was burned, but 
there was no 
trace of-- 


up. 


Stand 
up, you 
disgusting 
piece of 
garbage. 


up. Draw your 
weapons. Stand 
up, Connell. 


Be aman! 
You think you 
get to kill my 

girl like a 
coward and 

then crawl 

away? 


Try and 
die like a man. 
See if you 
have if in 


Dan, this is 
getting-- 


thing killed my 
Maddie and you're 
qping to stand 
here? You all 
knew my Maddie. 
You want to 
just let that 


ride? 


Y You're good 
boys, all of 


Stand up. 
Look me in the 
goddamn eve and 
tell me why you 
hurt my little 


know what's 
happening-- 


Just shut 
up and look 
at me killing 
you. 


TO BE CONTINUED 
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